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Trucks Losing Tires
Tires Kill 7 in the Past 12 Months: Heavy truck 
wheels weigh 200 to 300 pounds, and when they 
spin off at highway speed, their velocity typically 
keeps them rolling. That makes the likelihood of 
them hitting a vehicle fairly significant.

The following are just a few headlines caused by 
trucks losing tires:
•	 Bouncing	tire	off	truck	kills	I-35W	driver.
•	 Tukwila,	WA;	Wheels	that	broke	off	truck	killed	a	

man who was a passenger.
•	 Tacoma,	WA;	Loose	truck	wheel	cause	string	of	

accidents.
•	Mequon,	WI;	Doctor	is	a	victim	to	loose	truck	

wheels.
•	 Shelbyville,	IN;		Police	officer	was	killed	when	

two	rear	dual	wheels	from	a	tractor-trailer	fell	
off	and	struck	him	as	he	stood	alongside	State	
Road	44	ramp	to	Interstate	74.

The	incidents	are	sometimes	labeled	freak	
accidents,	but	a	University	of	Michigan	
safety expert says many of these 
incidents stem from a common 
problem.	Because	of	corrosion	
buildup	on	wheel	parts,	mechanics	
think they are tightening lug nuts 
correctly,	but	they	actually	are	too	
loose.	“It’s	a	very	real	problem,	
and	it’s	a	very	serious	problem,”	
said	John	Woodrooffe,	head	of	
the safety analysis division at 
the	university’s	
Transportation Research 
Institute	in	Ann	Arbor.

Per the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Regulations, 
drivers should be aware of the 
following:
•	 392.7	Equipment,	
 inspection and use. 
	 No	commercial	motor	

vehicle	shall	be	driven	

unless the driver is satisfied that the following 
parts & accessories are in good working order. 
It	then	goes	to	list	such	parts	as	brakes,	steering,	
lights, tires, horn, windshield wipers, mirrors & 
coupling devices.

•	 396.11	Driver	vehicle	inspection	report.	Every	
motor carrier shall have its drivers to report, & 
every driver shall prepare a report in writing for 
the	same	equipment	list	in	392.7.	Part	396.11	also	
lists wheels & rims.

•	 396.13	Before	driving	a	motor	vehicle,	the	driver	
shall	be	satisfied	that	the	motor	vehicle	is	in	safe	
operating	condition.	Review	the	last	driver’s	
vehicle inspection report & sign the report only 
if	defects	or	deficiencies	were	noted	by	the	

  previous driver.

Recent studies have shown that while the majority 
of	accidents	are	caused	by	bad	driver	

decisions,	a	significant	number	of	crashes	
are	due	solely	to	mechanical	breakdown	
or	failure.		Due	to	the	physical	nature	
of trucks and trailers and wheel and 
tires,	there	are	very	few	low-speed,	
low-impact	types	of	accidents	that	
involve wheels and tires.  

Please	take	a	few	extra	minutes	
during	your	pre-	and	post-trip	
inspections to make sure the 
wheels	and	tires	are	in	top-notch	
shape.		Cracks	between	holes	in	
the	wheel,	holes	that	have	been	
elongated, and rust around 
holes are sure signs of future 
problems.		Get	them	fixed	
before	hitting	the	highway.

How will you defend your 
company and driver if your 
commercial motor vehicle is 
involved in this type of an 
incident?  


